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than it does in print. The reviewer believes that to insure accur- 
acy in a second edition, the grammatical rules should be partly 
rewritten, and some of the reading material and exercises, espe- 
cially the English sentences, be revised. 

John Van Horne 
University of Illinois. 

Histoire de France. Cours £l6mentaire. Par Ernest Lavisse de 
l'Academie Francaise. D. C. Heath & Co., 1919. VI+247 pp. 

Not every historian has the versatility to edit a monumental 
history of his country and at the same time write a popular text- 
book for children. M. Ernest Lavisse has accomplished this 
difficult task. His great work, I' Histoire de France depuis les origines 
jusqu'a la Revolution, 18 vols., 1901-1911), is admired by scholars 
for its scientific accuracy and lucidity of style. This same accuracy 
and lucidity of style is found in his Cours Elfmentaire (A. Colin, 
Paris), the first book in history used in the French primary schools 
at the present time, and of which this American text is a reproduc- 
tion. The great success in France of the Cours j£lementaire can be 
largely explained by the fact that M. Lavisse is as great a student 
of pedagogy as he is of history — witness his three instructive books 
on pedagogy, 1 and his position as Head of the Ecole normale. If 
we bear in mind the additional fact, expressed in one form or 
another by various biographers, that "M. Lavisse is very fond of 
young people," no further explanation is needed. The book in its 
original form has already been used in this country, and in its 
new form it should find a ready welcome. 

The American reproduction of the Cours Ulementaire presents 
an attractive appearance, with clear and pleasing type, and illus- 
trations of an unusually interesting nature, which add much to 
the general atmosphere which fills the book. 

The text (not including the vocabulary) consists of 196 pages, 
divided into 33 chapters. Each chapter contains a few illustra- 
tions, a brief running commentary on contemporary history, a 
rSsumi and a questionnaire. Chapters VIII and XXIII contain, 
in addition, a full-page map. The edition has two other maps, 
each covering two complete pages, printed on the inside of the 
front and back covers of the book. This procedure gives a large- 
sized map, but a small section of the central portion is drawn into 
the binding and cannot therefore be seen without difficulty. 

The subject matter in the book is admirably adapted to 
American pupils, for while the political side of history is frequently 
touched upon, the main portion of the text deals with the history 
of French civilization. A valuable feature of the illustrations lies 

1 Questions d' enseignement national (Paris, 1885); &tudes el Uudiants (Paris, 
1890); A propos de nos (coles. (Paris, 1895). 
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in the close connection between them and the reading matter; 
often the details of the pictures serve as a subject for discussion. 
Of course, only a bird's-eye view of French history can be given. 
Continuity in the recital is maintained to a certain extent by the 
summaries, which treat of intervening and contemporary history. 
The resume at the end of each chapter emphasizes the important 
features. 

if used for conversational purposes, the questionnaires, which 
were prepared for French children, are too difficult for elementary 
students, to say nothing of the continual use of the Past Absolute 
tense, which most teachers prefer to avoid. They might possibly 
be used in advanced classes to help in the practice of writing, but 
even this may be questioned. However, the language used in the 
text is well fitted for conversational use. 

The vocabulary, with the possible exception of the proper 
names, is done carefully and well, following the modern usage in 
text-making which emphasizes completeness. The question of 
consistency in the treatment of the proper names, however, may 
be raised. The English equivalents of such words as Amerique, 
Francois, Henri, Marguerite, Philippe- Auguste, etc., are given, 
while the equivalents of Arcole, Christophe Colomb, Clotilde, 
Hugues, Indo-Chine, Roncevaux, Sainte-Helene, etc., are omitted. 
Auvergne, (Le) Mans, Sedan, are named and located, but Car- 
cassonne, Champagne, Lille, Poitiers, Reims, and others are 
omitted. In the matter of verbs, the maker of the vocabulary 
wisely assumes that the pupil should be familiar with the forms 
of the regular verbs, and omits such forms in the vocabulary. 
With equally good judgment, he gives the full forms of the irregu- 
lar verbs just as they are found in the text. 

As a whole, the editing of the text is well done, and this little 
Histoire de France is a valuable addition to our list of beginning 
texts for colleges and High Schools. 

D. H. Carnahan. 
University of Illinois. 

Contes du Dimanche de "l'ficho de Paris." A series of pamphlets, 
edited by A. Kenngot and Leon Duflos. Modern Language 
Press, Milwaukee, Wis. 

The first story, Le Premier Avion (32 pp.) by Rene Bazin, is 
not of such high merit as to deserve special treatment. Seldom 
has a French writer of renown attached his name to anything 
more insignificant. Here is its substance: The inhabitants of a 
French town hear the roaring of an approaching enemy aeroplane. 
Having discovered an old rifle that was hidden in the town-hall, 
they want to shoot down the avion, but are unable to find a 
single soul courageous enough to undertake the job. Being 



